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Dear friends and animal lovers
At the beginning of the Covid-19 crisis most of us were hopeful that life would be back to normal within a
couple months. Sadly this wasn't the case and the long term effects of this crisis really start to hit home.
There is hardly anyone who isn't affected in one way or another.
We feel deeply for all of you who are struggling with the devastating effects of this crisis.

This is a very difficult time for us as well. Our team is working incredibly hard to continue to provide the
strays on Koh Lipe with the care they need but it is getting more and more challenging.
We face a serious funding problem due to a significant decrease in donations to the point where this whole
project is at stake.

Sometimes it is hard to not loose hope but we simply can't give up because their lives that depend on us.
We must continue to rescue and care for these animals in need.

Back in 2015 when I visited Koh Lipe for the very first time I looked into the eyes of countless strays who were
suffering and left without any help. I was literally feeling their pain.
The reason why it didn't brake me was this vision that change for the better is possible and the commitment
that I made to invest all my heart and energy to help these strays.
I stayed up nights erecting a pathway to that vision and I was very blessed to find people who shared this
vision, people like you who have a great compassion for animals.

There is truly nothing more powerful than a shared vision and joint efforts and this is what gives us hope that
we will make it through this crisis.

Our Animal Rescue Center is a safe haven for Koh Lipe's strays in need.
It is a temporary and often permanent home for ill, injured, disabled, old and orphaned cats and dogs where
they get round-the-clock care and comfort.

With our medical care and feeding program on the Island we ensure since five years that hundreds of
homeless dogs and cats get preventative care such as vaccinations, spay / neuter surgeries, medical
procedures and sufficient amounts of food.

All of this wouldn't be possible without compassion and generosity.
Your financial support is just as important as the daily work of our front-line team when it comes to helping
these animals.
Running our Animal Rescue Center and these programs takes more than love, cuddles and kisses.
It also takes a lot of money.
Every month we are facing costs of in average THB 160'000.- (approx. EUR 4550.- depending on the
exchange rate) for medicines, food, veterinaries, animal care takers, land rent, electricity, water and
maintenance.

Our team and I would like to thank you from the bottom of hearts
for helping us to carry on this vital work.
Anything you can give helps so much.

In this newsletter you’ll find updates and info about our
work and you'll see some of the animals who's
lives have been improved thanks to your support.

Sincerly,

Désirée Hunziker

Co-Founder & CEO

SPECIAL THANKS
This photo was taken five years ago at the
very beginning of our project on Koh Lipe.

Jessica (on the left) from Elephant
Coffeehouse & Bar Koh Lipe helped us right
from the start with our project until this very
day.

Jessica, you are a true animal lover and we
would like to express our deepest gratitude
to you.

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for
all your love, encouragement and support
over all these years.
You helped us to move mountains for the
strays in need and we appreciate everything
that you did and are doing to help us caring
for those who have nowhere else to turn to.

You are awesome, Jessica!

PALLIATIVE CARE
Many of the animals at our Rescue Center are living with a chronic and or terminal illness such as
advanced heartworm disease, cancer, liver failure, feline leukemia, FIV and other severe health
conditions.
In most cases they are not adoptable or will not be able to find a home due to their advanced medical
issues.

Often the animals we take in lived on the streets their whole lives and are in horrific conditions when they
come to us. They have been abandoned, neglected, ignored and / or abused.
The least we can do is giving them a good life at our Animal Rescue Center for whatever time they might
have left.

We know that these dogs and cats won't transform into healthy pets and that there will come a point
when we will have to say goodbye. But as long as they have a quality of life we do everything we can to
make them feel loved and comfortable.

Coco is one of them. He had been abused by his previous owner for years until some brave local people
stepped up and got Coco out of his abusive home. It was the first time in his life that Coco received love
by humans.
The people who rescued Coco called us for help because he was badly injured. At first every one of us
thought that the swelling on his nose was an injury caused by his former owner. But when the swelling
persisted, we decided to send Coco to a clinic on the mainland for further diagnostics.

PALLIATIVE CARE
The results that we got from the clinic were not what we
were hoping for. It turned out that Coco was suffering
from cancer and that the swelling on his nose was a
tumor.
We were willing to fight the battle together with Coco and
hoped for a good outcome.

Coco really deserved to have this chance. He was
undergoing surgery several times and received chemo, but
the tumor was always growing back.
When the tumor started to spread, we stopped the
treatments.
In January of this year we decided to take Coco back to
our Animal Rescue Center for palliative care. The vet told
us that Coco might have only one or two months time left.

When we arrived with Coco at our Rescue Center he was totally excited and joyfully exploring everything.
Despite the devastating prognosis Coco is not only still with us but his condition has improved.
He is active, has a great appetite and he gained quite a bit of weight. Coco is not showing any signs of
pain and enjoying every day all the love and attention that he gets.

He is has such a kind personality and is very caring towards other sick animals. When we have a very ill cat
or dog at our Rescue Center Coco lies down right next to them, trying to comfort them.

We don't know how much time Coco has left but we are full of gratitude that we can give Coco the love
and affection that he was desperately longing for his whole life.

Please help us to care
for animals like Coco.
Your gift makes a real
difference for a dog or
cat in need!

DONATE
HERE

LUNG - BEFORE AND NOW
Lung is on old boy who lives close to our Animal Rescue Center.
In 2018 we treated him for ehrlichiosis canis and he fully recovered from the disease.
We were feeding him every day until he suddenly disappeared.
There was no sign of him and we expected the worse until we finally found him after he had been
missing for more than six months.
Lung was in a terrible shape and suffering from sarcoptes mange and secondary bacterial skin
infection.

Sarcoptes Mange is a skin condition caused by an infestation with the mite Sarcoptes scabiei var
canis. The mites live for their whole life cycle on the infected dog and the female mites burrow tunnels
in the skin to lay eggs.
Mange causes a thickening of the outer layer of the skin and hair loss. Most of the infected dogs will
also suffer from intense itching.
The dogs will scratch or bite themselves to relieve the itch and lesions may become bloody from the
self mutilation. This leads to secondary yeast or bacterial infections in the damaged skin.

It is important to treat mange infections not only to help infected animals but also to prevent the
spread of the disease.
There are multiple medications effective against sarcoptes mange in dogs. Most products need to be
used for 30-60 days to ensure each generation of hatching mites is killed. Concurrent antibiotic and
anti-inflammatory treatment are needed if secondary bacterial or fungus infections and persistent
pruritus are present.
The challenge is to manage the secondary bacterial / fungus infections and the intense pruritus
(itchiness) which can sometimes take way longer than the actual treatment of mange.

LUNG - BEFORE AND AFTER

In Lung's case we had to provide medical treatment for him over a period of nine months in order for
him to fully recover.
Lung is now a very happy senior cared for by Jimmy and his wife from JKBlue Thai Massage on Koh Lipe
just about 200 meters down the road from our Rescue Center.
Jimmy and his wife are wonderful people who love animals and we are so grateful that they look after
Lung.

Your support allows animals like Lung to receive the needed medical treatments. We couldn't be more
grateful to have you alongside us helping us to care for those in desperate need.

SIMBA - RECOVERY FROM A PHYTON BITE

Cat's are often victims of Phytons and so was Simba.
He was very lucky that some local people could free him when he
was attacked by a huge Phyton.
Simba had a severe bite wound on his back and was rushed to
our Animal Rescue Center where he received the needed medical
care.

We had to clean his wound daily and treat it with a medical
wound gel in order for it to heal. Now after one month Simba's
wound has completely healed.

SIMBA - RECOVERY FROM A PHYTON BITE

Simba found a
home at the
Buddhist Temple
on Koh Lipe
where a monk
takes care of
him.

Thanks to
people like you
who support our
work we were
able to save his
life.

VOLUNTEERS SPOTLIGHT
Lena is an animal lover with a heart of gold.
Whenever she is visiting Koh Lipe she will go
around the Island and feed the strays. But her
help doesn't stop while she is back home.
Lena is tirelessly supporting our project by
sharing our posts and encouraging people to
help us.

Lena, we are so glad for your friendship,
and support. We appreciate everything
that you do for our project and these
animals.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts
for all the work you do and for being such
a wonderful person!

IN LOVING
MEMORY
For us every animal matters. We always try our very
best to save their lives as long as there is hope for
recovery and we support them with palliative care if
they are terminally ill.

It is never easy if an animal dies especially not if we
cared for them day and night for a long period of
time. Knowing that they experienced the love and
care that they deserve at our Animal Rescue Center
is what comforts us.

Sadly these animals who have been in our care
passed away in September and October of this year:

Tang was suffering from ehrlichiosis
canis and received treatment for more
than one month at our Rescue
Center. It looked like he was on
the way of recovery but he was an
old boy and suddenly his body gave
up.
Tang passed away peacefully in his
sleep at the end of September.

Tang you were loved and we will
never forget you.

We were so excited when Sprite recovered from
her severe Erythema Multiforme after several
months of intensive medical care at our Rescue

Apple received palliative care at our

Center.

Rescue Center for more than one year.

Unfortunately right after she got sick from cancer.

She was suffering from ehrlichiosis canis

We sent her immediately to an animal hospital

related chronic kidney and liver failure.

on the mainland for the needed medical care.

Apple passed away peacefully in her

Despite all efforts Sprite lost the battle against

sleep in October.

cancer. We were all heartbroken when we got

Apple you were loved and you will live

the call from our vet in September that she had

in our hearts forever.

passed away.
Sprite you were loved and your life mattered.

MAX - A GENTLE SOUL
Max was living isolated, hiding in a small space at the
rubbish area on Koh Lipe where one of our volunteers found him.
He had an injured leg and was in terrible pain.
We believe that the injury was caused by a violent act of someone who doesn't like
dogs. Max was scared of everything and it took a long time until we gained his trust.
Max is now living at our Rescue Center for almost one year. After his leg had healed we noticed that he
wasn't gaining weight and that he still had very poor appetite. Therefore we tested him for vector born
diseases and the results came back positive for heartworm and ehrlichiosis canis.
We immediately started the necessary medical treatments. The e.canis infection had unfortunately already
damaged his kidneys and liver.

Max is cured from e. canis and heartworm disease but his kidneys and liver function remain impaired and
he needs life long medication and a special diet to support his kidneys and liver. These medications and
his special diet are very costly and count up to more than THB 6000.- (approx. EUR 170.-) per month.
Max has no sponsor yet and we are struggling to buy his medicine and diet because we don't have the
funds.

This poor boy was failed by people and we promised Max that we won't let him down. Max is a very
gentle soul and he deserves to receive this loving care.
Will you open your heart and help us to offset the costs for his food, medications and long-term care with
a monthly sponsorship?

SPONSOR MAX

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT
THEY CAN SMILE AGAIN

DONATE HERE

VISIT OUR PHOTOGALLERY
This link leads you to our photo gallery where you can get some more impressions of our work:

https://www.help4strays.org/photo-albums

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 5th 2020 Online Dog Treat Baking
Class
Everyone loves the smell of homemade cookies and
so do our dogs. So let's have fun together by baking
the most delicious dog treats for our pups. In this
online class you'll learn to bake nutritional and tasty
cookies for your dog. All the proceeds go straight to
help Koh Lipe's strays in need.

JOIN THE EVENT

“Rescue is not just a word, it's a promise.”

www.help4strays.org

